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1. Introduction 
 
 Education in Brazil is divided into 3 levels:  
Fundamental Education 
Middle Education 
Higher Education 
Pre-school education under City’s government responsibility 
 Pre-school education is for 0 to 5 year-old children and is not compulsory, although the city 
government must provide treatments for every child to have access to this education.  
 Brazil education was initiated when the Portuguese came around the year 1500 and with them 
the Jesuits (Society of Jesus). Although Brazil is officially a country without religion, 
Christianity (Catholicism) still permeates the lives of the people. There are still some 
characteristics and influence from the Jesuits education time in Brazil’s education. 
 
2. Elementary School 
Fundamental education is free of charge (including adults) and compulsory for children from 6 to 
14 years old. It has 9 compulsory years opposed to the previous system that had 8 years. The 9 year 
system was established in 2006 but was only completely achieved in 2009.  
Also, inside basic education there is Fundamental Education I (Grade 1-5) and II（Grade 6-9）. 
Education I is referred to as ‘Initial Years’ and is the equivalent of Elementary Education. 
Previously the child started school at the age of 7 and finished compulsory education at 14. Now 
there is an extra year when the child starts the process of literacy at the age of 6. This new “first year” 
corresponds to the last year of pre-school. 
During Fundamental I each class is assisted by one classroom teacher, with some differences 
according to each school that also have subject teachers in charge for extra activities such as arts, 
physical education, etc. From Fundamental II on every discipline has its own teacher specialized in 
such area. 
The Federal Council of Education (Conselho Federal de Educação); under the Ministry of 
Education, establishes a standard curriculum consisting of Portuguese language, history, geography, 
science, mathematics, arts and physical education (for years 2, 3, 4 and 5). As for years 6, 7, 8 and 9, 
one or two foreign languages are also compulsory (usually English and also Spanish). 
School time in Brazil is usually to select one period from three, save some exceptions. There are 
morning, afternoon and also night period. The night period is usually for High School and adult 
education. 
Morning period starts around 7:30 and ends at 12:00 with a 15 minute break. Afternoon period 
starts around 13:30 and ends at 18:00 also with a 15 minute break. 
Public schools are supposed to serve school lunch for students during break time. Private schools, 
on the other hand, usually ask parents to bring the child’s own lunch. Both public and private are also 
allowed to have a cafeteria that sells food with some exceptions. In Brazil it is prohibited to sell 
refrigerants and fried food inside schools. 
Public schools should lend uniforms to students. Private schools design their own uniforms that 
students have to buy. Although the use of uniform is compulsory it is different from the ones used in 
Japan. Usually it consists of a matching t-shirt and pants and the winter coat. 
In most schools every student has their own seat and table. Solo and group activities happen all the 
time, but the trait in Brazil education is to give importance to each individual’s personality and 
special characteristics. This comes mainly from the theory developed by Paulo Freire. For the 
teaching practice, the theory of Vygotsky is mainly used, but there are several other methods in use 
in Brazil. We have schools that also utilize the Escola da Ponte model, which follows the principle of 
democratic education. 
 
3. Assessment in Schools 
There is also the class council, which happens in several different manners also depending on the 
school’s guidelines. The most common one is where all teachers have a meeting to decide the final 
score of each student before issuing the grades. In some schools the council goes to its most 
democratic root and the meeting is held with the presence of teachers, students and administrative 
body members. In my bachelor’s thesis I discuss about the Participative Class Council in one the 
schools in my city, where students, teachers and other members of the school discuss several subjects 
together. This system is also a mean to develop the students’ speech in public. 
The grading system varies on each school. The most common one is the bimestrial grading system. 
There are also quarterly and semiannual grades. And some schools also adopt the descriptive method 
without numbers. There are no entrance exams to advance to a next level of education, though the 
student must achieve the necessary grades to go to the next year. Some traditional private schools 
might require an entrance examination but they are very rare. However, to enter a university the 
student needs to go through the entrance examination. Usually public universities are the most hard 
to pass, save some private institutions. Public universities are also free of any charge. 
 
4. Community Activities and Students 
There are, of course, several social projects in Brazil and I was able to participate in some and also 
lead one project during one year. Since Brazil school is not integral, some institutions exist in order 
to have students do other activities in their free time. 
 
5. Problems encountered in Brazil Education 
Although universities in Brazil have very good researches in the education field, we still face the 
government problem. Only 5% of the GDP is destined to education which brings some difficulties. 
Brazil still has areas where there are few or no schools at all. Underdeveloped areas where education 
is not only problem are also present in the reality of the country. The regions with most problems are 
seen in the north and the northeast regions. 
Brazil also faces the problem with corruption on the government. Great part of the money destined 
to education and public health is diverted from its main purpose and goes to the pockets of 
politicians.  
Also with the lack of money to education, teacher training is also compromised, which makes not 
very capacitated teachers to join schools. Also, the salary of a teacher in Brazil is very low, which 
leads to the lack of professionals and with that the need to hire substandard teachers, making the 
education level decrease in several aspects. The lack of respect regarding teachers became a big 
problem in Brazil as well. Initially it was thought that schools in regions where poverty was a 
problem was the only place where teachers received no respect, but unfortunately this scenery has 
seen a change in the past few years, where middle-class students are also losing their respect towards 
teachers.  We now see cases where students hit teachers during class. 
Also, some teachers, trying to earn extra money, work on the 3 periods, which leaves no time for 
their personal life or continued education. The government provides courses of continued education, 
but some teachers don’t see the need to improve their skills to work in a so hostile environment. 
Families also tend to not participate much in the school life of their children, making the 
relationship between school and family harder. Still inside this problem, we attempt to the fact that 
many parents expect that the schools deal with the education that they did not administered at home. 
Parents that do not participate in the school life also tend to blame teachers for anything that goes 
wrong with their children. 
The illiteracy in Brazil is still noticeable, mainly in the north and northeast regions, but is not 
limited to these regions. 
Some statistics about the evaluation of Brazil’s education help understand how the level is 
developing during these last years: 
  
 
(Cited from INEP, http://ideb.inep.gov.br/resultado/resultado/resultadoBrasil.seam?cid=38050, 
Thranslated by the author) 
 
 (Cited from MEC, http://portal.mec.gov.br/index.php, Translated by the author) 
 
6. Remarks 
Although Brazil’s economy is growing strong every day, education still has a long way to go. Not 
only in what references the destined money, but aspects like teacher education and the valorization of 
these professionals need a review not only from the government, but also from the society. 
Places where there are only a few to no schools need to be taken account within the big plan for 
education. The level of illiteracy is still very noticeable in the regions where poverty is a major 
problem and the lack of education help increasing this poverty percentage even more. The need for 
support of families that inhabit these regions makes children and adolescents quit the few chances 
they have for education and devote their lives for work. 
Also, school education itself should be reworked to create more meaning of what is learned inside 
the classroom, making so that students can relate more what they learn with the world in which they 
live. 
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